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Specimen, 2009, Unfired china clay

Specimen is beautiful and yet uncomfortable by its intention. These unfired clay flowers are both natural and unnatural: their scale, weight, material and colour are unfamiliar, but their beguiling quality and fragility are recognizable. The flowers in the wooden box are protected from the environment; those on the integral tray are subject to the impact of change through their journey on this exhibition, highlighting the damaging effects of our curiosity. The flowers are protected yet displaying their loss through the constant change placed upon them by the rigors of the journey they must take. We have done our best to protect them, but it is not enough. The unfired china clay flowers have been made by the traditional flower makers in Stoke-on-Trent: these skills are now as vulnerable as these precious flowers are. The journey that these flowers take will damage if not destroy them, they are a spectacle of the past honouring something we cannot save.
