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For “Witness”, the installation in the Jerwood Space, Twomey is utilising a wall 13 metres in length and a shorter end wall that have both been painted gold. The former is covered in porcelain clay dust, which is unfired porcelain in liquid form, and it was sprayed on so that it created a “velvet” surface. Twomey feels that “’spraying’ is too direct a term” to explain how the soft pile is put onto the wall and that “atomising” describes the process more accurately and is closer to her intention of wanting this piece to be part of the building.  The gold colour will disappear and it will become a beige wall. Twomey terms this “Technically the most difficult work I have made in ten years,” and adds that she has found it “ … brilliant to have a really big challenge and to set about solving it.”
The seven Contemporary Makers  “have created work that responds to the theme of ‘touch’ - be it the experience of touching something, how a work touches its surroundings or how we are emotionally affected by what we see.”  This goes to the very heart of what Twomey has made, for if one brushes this surface ever so lightly, it will be “dented” like velvet plush and the underlying gold will be revealed.  It is the choice of the viewer whether to touch or to adopt an “Eyes On, Hands Off” attitude, for there are no admonitory signs discouraging a tactile involvement. Some fingers at least were not inhibited by the sanctity which certain art spaces emanate, and were moved to leave urban graffiti-like marks on this sumptuous architectural intervention.   Here, “Witness” is located in a dedicated art space, but it is intriguing to speculate what might happen if it were on the wall of a community centre. In this respect it is potentially an acutely reflective model of its environment

What Twomey explicitly did not wish to do, was to create a “painting” within a frame.  As the wall is “used up, so it becomes a witness”, becoming part of an exchange with the viewers who are also witnesses and potential agents of change.  

